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New evidence from four Commonwealth countries shows that targeted investments 
in cancer prevention increase national GDP, create jobs across sectors, and 
drive growth beyond the healthcare system.

A new study by WifOR Institute and Harvard University challenges the long-
held belief that prevention lacks immediate economic impact. Our publication in 
The Lancet Group’s eClinicalMedicine journal shows that every dollar invested 
in cancer prevention generates a direct economic return.

“In the UK, for example, every USD 1 invested in HPV vaccination in 2022 yielded USD 
1.84 in economic value. This impact was driven by direct contributions within the health 

sector, spillover effects in adjacent industries, and increased household spending —  
triggered at the moment of investment.”

*Including effects inside the Health Economy, in adjacent sectors, 
and from induced income (rounded figures)

Prof. Dennis Ostwald, 
CEO, WifOR Institute

USD 1 invested in 
cancer prevention 

created USD 1.84 in 
economic returns 

In the UK in 2022

Economic Impact of HPV Vaccination Programs:

Country

UK $134 million $247 million 2,000

India $756 million $1,149 million 155,000

Malaysia $16 million $23 million 700

Nigeria $100 million $96 million 6,000

Investment (USD) Total Economic Impact* Jobs Created*
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The Health Economy Outpaces Other Major Sectors

United Kingdom (2022, percentage of GDP):

For countries facing rising cancer burdens, prevention isn’t just a cost-saving 
measure — it’s a catalyst for economic progress.
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Preventive cancer care generates substantial employment.

In 2022, India’s HPV vaccination program supported over 155,000 jobs 
across healthcare and related sectors.

Even in smaller economies like Malaysia and Nigeria, prevention investments spurred 
employment growth, proving the employment value of cancer-focused health spending.

Authors

Prof. Rifat Atun, Prof. Dennis Ostwald, Dr. Jan Ludwig Fries, Dr. Karla Hernandez-
Villafuerte, Dr. Malina Müller, Dr. Maike Schmitt

eClinicalMedicine – Part of The Lancet Group, Volume 82, April 2025

Contribution of investment in health and cancer control to economic 
growth in Commonwealth countries

2

https://statics.teams.cdn.office.net/evergreen-assets/safelinks/1/atp-safelinks.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Feclinm%2Farticle%2FPIIS2589-5370(25)00112-9%2Ffulltext&locale=de-de&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fapi%2Fmt%2Femea%2Fbeta%2Fatpsafelinks%2Fgeturlreputationsitev2%2F&pc=8%252fzQYnkC%252f%252bH2ucy3TxXhqokwu%252fqTUW2xZUggGCfj1NoLxDslMLJG6qXzM71DOyX1s%252brzmxs7XqGg79OmiuHmQTrBJUpkuAVccDajdozuM2EY1uXg3Rm1gmqHnAr3ueCWB2I5GgcIv0PBiVGYxoueTUucJZkOCJ7NukcFfBGft8QdKZVmbnT6RNG8WuUkg26RkUlIwDZzB4fwteMzn%252bMuHw3G7YYEjBbsvQXgdlin5lpMrnnBOPN8vns6L2OjmLOoALJ8Jdwx6R%252bmITTASDPALhoipSKMXzz6UsIoTkSQqWsnr4iAm7YrD%252fBqvXwB0JEjP%252fxdqP3l%252bpjsxPksZFoEKjumlJ%252bwRVYB7DHi1JeC3J6jLb9V91wmWyhk%252fyEGxBgW94GysrcJZxNWS5G3oqyC7q9Fq40RL54sL5DXAnTeTCM7EhRmY1Gs7ac6b0pbsIxJYtSh51Z6PPjdDQqLOE4K0rtm4Fx5WBwwtriBoZZg1DCEeGa62nSlI0WdZrSdvFFJ5v1ygmyDpRrvl6TyQq3eqoTsqoo6lg65bv51dWHZNdHOqYzQjaAoTLDOoPgyiTVTbktvFMrckcRwtQ9Qzt1WljfSCCf4Y0zVAXos5DcpP5dmFr7bMO9EK4nEt6w9eyqzMzlFjZQzdNNNKUgq%252bqZnJlfUB2k1F1AVjKqiBllAwA9SY71JV80wgQ7T8LynIYBDBjU2JIUGxaHbuNKM3t9nVxndURtksAGWM3s3bSTTjJQvEoZYAslAlZVDL4JBcGQFWbYAjSyg1fL6XWMimnmkKWk4J3T%252fpTQFxoltylbj0pJ2O98O4vSo9ssEUFO1o3hfBm1UrzRWD7XleCajPLv4Tmne6ae6TXzEzl8IgHq6WhOQiTtChuErpdFrE01GvCSLt5bD9cFVvUBo48THNqBtB%252bpCeYS3ESjNjRIKKUHhkGmjrzzNiphgHxxS9RpiH0usZ8z8b4zDVNyrh%252bA74lbQHMjVm7VZ4JMoW049hrlfRcDXUWkJFOYhqrwyv5FXKR1uubQ5NPxthybY0xwp5QWndDsbS9Um1a6Br2GXyxmmhJOOpGBNBsSm6l%252fyMQwJoWwx%252fsFLi%252bv82rpfnEfs25u4Rv%252bIsTC8AcSrCG%252fro0fHB45HdquoL0%252fT%252bhmkS4NuDjNlBe0yvj36QC6sO1iFUWiy5HGEdtDLl0j3EFAgjYIDTKbAOCdCPTJKNXC5ViBswqJGD5AIVPcMUlNlivVwcwhO2ENnXLuQ9FiD1OUY2tPv66SEmL8oVQzRMoxgPN%252fzkDI5LBbdOO96rU1BCuFTfSIjweXvDT69PGn4dsudT42Dt%252fvZiKJ5GYvzUY2W%252fqGqYp7sloBuWJC43n1lS4vuHxBhQrfpUhyKanzVSqGG5CkVr%252bE%253d%3B%20expires%3DFri%2C%2011%20Apr%202025%2011%3A28%3A20%20GMT%3B%20path%3D%2F%3B%20SameSite%3DNone%3B%20secure%3B%20httponly&wau=https%3A%2F%2FEUR04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2FGetUrlReputation&si=1744293876055%3B1744293876055%3B19%3A2acc36d6-97e6-426b-9cca-ce0c3e52a0c2_97af6bf3-adc6-42ba-83a8-34e884c75862%40unq.gbl.spaces&sd=%7BconvId%3A%2019%3A2acc36d6-97e6-426b-9cca-ce0c3e52a0c2_97af6bf3-adc6-42ba-83a8-34e884c75862%40unq.gbl.spaces%2C%20messageId%3A%201744293876055%7D&ce=prod&cv=50%2F25031321014&ssid=43a8fbea-329f-4c7c-9c56-6a28691891ca&ring=ring3_6&clickparams=eyJBcHBOYW1lIjoiVGVhbXMtRGVza3RvcCIsIkFwcFZlcnNpb24iOiI1MC8yNTAzMTMyMTAxNCIsIkhhc0ZlZGVyYXRlZFVzZXIiOmZhbHNlfQ==&bg=%23f0f0f0&fg=%23242424&fg2=%239092c1
https://statics.teams.cdn.office.net/evergreen-assets/safelinks/1/atp-safelinks.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Feclinm%2Farticle%2FPIIS2589-5370(25)00112-9%2Ffulltext&locale=de-de&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fapi%2Fmt%2Femea%2Fbeta%2Fatpsafelinks%2Fgeturlreputationsitev2%2F&pc=8%252fzQYnkC%252f%252bH2ucy3TxXhqokwu%252fqTUW2xZUggGCfj1NoLxDslMLJG6qXzM71DOyX1s%252brzmxs7XqGg79OmiuHmQTrBJUpkuAVccDajdozuM2EY1uXg3Rm1gmqHnAr3ueCWB2I5GgcIv0PBiVGYxoueTUucJZkOCJ7NukcFfBGft8QdKZVmbnT6RNG8WuUkg26RkUlIwDZzB4fwteMzn%252bMuHw3G7YYEjBbsvQXgdlin5lpMrnnBOPN8vns6L2OjmLOoALJ8Jdwx6R%252bmITTASDPALhoipSKMXzz6UsIoTkSQqWsnr4iAm7YrD%252fBqvXwB0JEjP%252fxdqP3l%252bpjsxPksZFoEKjumlJ%252bwRVYB7DHi1JeC3J6jLb9V91wmWyhk%252fyEGxBgW94GysrcJZxNWS5G3oqyC7q9Fq40RL54sL5DXAnTeTCM7EhRmY1Gs7ac6b0pbsIxJYtSh51Z6PPjdDQqLOE4K0rtm4Fx5WBwwtriBoZZg1DCEeGa62nSlI0WdZrSdvFFJ5v1ygmyDpRrvl6TyQq3eqoTsqoo6lg65bv51dWHZNdHOqYzQjaAoTLDOoPgyiTVTbktvFMrckcRwtQ9Qzt1WljfSCCf4Y0zVAXos5DcpP5dmFr7bMO9EK4nEt6w9eyqzMzlFjZQzdNNNKUgq%252bqZnJlfUB2k1F1AVjKqiBllAwA9SY71JV80wgQ7T8LynIYBDBjU2JIUGxaHbuNKM3t9nVxndURtksAGWM3s3bSTTjJQvEoZYAslAlZVDL4JBcGQFWbYAjSyg1fL6XWMimnmkKWk4J3T%252fpTQFxoltylbj0pJ2O98O4vSo9ssEUFO1o3hfBm1UrzRWD7XleCajPLv4Tmne6ae6TXzEzl8IgHq6WhOQiTtChuErpdFrE01GvCSLt5bD9cFVvUBo48THNqBtB%252bpCeYS3ESjNjRIKKUHhkGmjrzzNiphgHxxS9RpiH0usZ8z8b4zDVNyrh%252bA74lbQHMjVm7VZ4JMoW049hrlfRcDXUWkJFOYhqrwyv5FXKR1uubQ5NPxthybY0xwp5QWndDsbS9Um1a6Br2GXyxmmhJOOpGBNBsSm6l%252fyMQwJoWwx%252fsFLi%252bv82rpfnEfs25u4Rv%252bIsTC8AcSrCG%252fro0fHB45HdquoL0%252fT%252bhmkS4NuDjNlBe0yvj36QC6sO1iFUWiy5HGEdtDLl0j3EFAgjYIDTKbAOCdCPTJKNXC5ViBswqJGD5AIVPcMUlNlivVwcwhO2ENnXLuQ9FiD1OUY2tPv66SEmL8oVQzRMoxgPN%252fzkDI5LBbdOO96rU1BCuFTfSIjweXvDT69PGn4dsudT42Dt%252fvZiKJ5GYvzUY2W%252fqGqYp7sloBuWJC43n1lS4vuHxBhQrfpUhyKanzVSqGG5CkVr%252bE%253d%3B%20expires%3DFri%2C%2011%20Apr%202025%2011%3A28%3A20%20GMT%3B%20path%3D%2F%3B%20SameSite%3DNone%3B%20secure%3B%20httponly&wau=https%3A%2F%2FEUR04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2FGetUrlReputation&si=1744293876055%3B1744293876055%3B19%3A2acc36d6-97e6-426b-9cca-ce0c3e52a0c2_97af6bf3-adc6-42ba-83a8-34e884c75862%40unq.gbl.spaces&sd=%7BconvId%3A%2019%3A2acc36d6-97e6-426b-9cca-ce0c3e52a0c2_97af6bf3-adc6-42ba-83a8-34e884c75862%40unq.gbl.spaces%2C%20messageId%3A%201744293876055%7D&ce=prod&cv=50%2F25031321014&ssid=43a8fbea-329f-4c7c-9c56-6a28691891ca&ring=ring3_6&clickparams=eyJBcHBOYW1lIjoiVGVhbXMtRGVza3RvcCIsIkFwcFZlcnNpb24iOiI1MC8yNTAzMTMyMTAxNCIsIkhhc0ZlZGVyYXRlZFVzZXIiOmZhbHNlfQ==&bg=%23f0f0f0&fg=%23242424&fg2=%239092c1

